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Today’s Outcomes

• Introduce the TIES Center 

• Provide an overview of TIES Center resources and activities

• Share select distance learning resources in more depth

• Respond to questions on resources and receive feedback on 

their usefulness



We welcome and encourage your 
participation during the presentation; 
please use the chat to:
• Share questions and ideas for 

using resources throughout the 
session – let’s make this a 
collaborative learning opportunity.

• We will respond to questions 
verbally or in the chat following 
the presentation.



National Technical Assistance 
Center on Inclusive Practices and 
Policies for Students with 
Significant Cognitive Disabilities





Why TIES- and our mission- is so important!

All Students
With Disabilities

Students
With the Most Significant Cognitive 

Disabilities

Note: In this figure, “general education setting” refers to students who spend 80% or more of the day in the regular class, “resource room placement” refers to 
students who spend 40-79% of the day in the regular class, “self-contained placement” refers to students in the regular class less than 40% of the day, and 
“separate school/other” refers to students served in a separate school or residential facility.



Who does TIES 
support?

● Educators

● Parents

● State, District & School 

Administrators

What does TIES 
focus on?

● Communicative Supports

● Inclusive Instruction

● Peer Engagement

● Systems Change



How does the work happen? 
TIES Center 

National Workstreams



TIES Center Website Homepage



Briefs: Quick overview of key content 



TIES Inclusive Practice Series (TIPS): Application of 
key concepts with students in inclusive schools 



TIES Inclusive Practice Series (TIPS): Application 
of key concepts with students in inclusive schools 



Reports: In depth look at research



Parent Video Series: Helping my child with: 
(coming soon)

• Routines at Home
• Communication at Home
• Academics at Home
• Foundations of Reading at Home
• Reading at Home
• Foundations of Math While at Home
• Math While at Home
• Foundations of Writing While at Home
• Writing While at Home
• By Checking Progress in Knowledge and Behavior at Home







Distance Learning Engagement: An Organizing Framework

DL #1: Morning Meetings

DL #2: A Collaborative Start to Behavioral Supports

DL #3: Effective Specially Designed Instruction (SDI) Within the Distance Learning Environment: What in the 
world does that look like?

DL #4: Dealing with Uncertainty: A Plea for Thoughtful Plans and Patient Collaboration

DL #5 Reflections About Individualizing Supports for Children and Families: Olivia’s Story

DL #6: Getting "Unstuck:" Tips to help your child if they get stuck with their remote learning

DL #7: Self-determined Schedule Making

DL #8: Time Management During Distance Learning

DL #9: Start Now to Plan for Students Transitioning Back to School

DL #10: Distance Learning and Communication Systems 



DL #11: Embedding Instruction at Home

DL #12: Promoting Engagement for Students with Significant Cognitive Disabilities on Group Learning Platforms

DL #13: Distance Learning is Emotional Work: Tips for Parents and Caregivers

DL #14: Teachers: Understand and Communicate about Emotions to Support Deep Learning

DL #15: Data Collection and Distance Learning

DL #16: Increasing Opportunities to Respond and Provide Feedback to Students with Significant Cognitive 
Disabilities in Inclusive Online Environments

DL #17: Planning for Instruction both at School and Distance Learning: The 5C Process

DL #18: Preparing for the First Week of School

DL #19: The First Days of School

DL #20: Online Inclusive Education: Guidelines and Considerations for Planning Virtual Lessons

The entire Distance Learning Series is available online

https://publications.ici.umn.edu/ties/building-engagement-with-distance-learning/an-overview-framework


Underlying Principles of the 5C Process

Principle #1:
Learning Priorities Don’t Change

IEP Goal(s) May Need to be 
Modified

The How, When, and Where of 
the IEP Goals Will Need to 

Change

Principle #2:
All Students are General 
Education Students First

IEPs Do Not Represent a 
Student’s Full Curriculum



5C Process

● Focus on hybrid model

● Meaningful life outcomes 

● Family voice key in the planning

● Instructional continuity between 

school and home



5C 
Process

Why?

Meaningful 
Instruction in 

Inclusive 
Classrooms 

What? 

Collaborative 
process leads to 
a comprehensive 

plan

How?

- Target: 1 hr meeting 
(longer in some 
situations)
- Guided Questions
- Learning Matrices for 
School and Home



Final Product: 
Paired Learning Matrices for Planning and 

Organizing Instruction
At School At Home



What is your current reality in terms of planning effective 
inclusive education for students at school, at home 

and in hybrid-models?



Components



Collaboration



Continuity



Collect Data



Capacity



Paired Learning Matrices 

At School At Home







Let’s Chat…

•What questions, comments, or advice 
do you have on the resources 
themselves and how to best share and 
use the resources with others? 



Thank you and a call to further action in 
support of learning for ALL!

• Please share the TIES Center 
website: tiescenter.org and resources 
with colleagues and families. Check 
out our Facebook page! 

• Interested in providing feedback on 
resources or ideas for effective use of 
resources? Please contact:

-Terri Vandercook vande002@umn.edu
-Sheryl Lazarus laza0019@umn.edu

https://www.facebook.com/TIES-Center-2207502849531839/
mailto:vande002@umn.edu
mailto:laza0019@umn.edu
https://www.facebook.com/TIES-Center-2207502849531839/?epa=SEARCH_BOX
https://www.facebook.com/TIES-Center-2207502849531839/?epa=SEARCH_BOX
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